FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. What is the Local Community Recovery Committee? 
The Committee is a local coordinating body for recovery activities following the Deep Creek Fire. It is the strategic decision-making body for local recovery. It provides visible local leadership by assessing the consequences of the emergency and coordinating activities to rebuild, restore and rehabilitate the social, built, economic and natural environments of the affected community.

2. Who are the Local Community Recovery Committee members? 
	Organisation/Group
	Member
	Contact Details

	1. District Council of Yankalilla (DCY) 
	Tia Russell – Team Leader, Community Services (Administration and coordination support)
	Tia.Russell@yankalilla.sa.gov.au


	2. Landscape Hills & Fleurieu
	Jeff Edwards
	Jeff.edwards@sa.gov.au

	3. Lions Club of Yankalilla
	Peter Filsell
	pfilsell@westnet.com.au

	4. Rotary Club of Yankalilla
	Tracey Gates
	traceygates@hotmail.com

	5. Delamere store – unofficial community hub
	Tracey Gates
	traceygates@hotmail.com

	6. Parawa Agricultural Bureau
	Glen Tilley
Philip Swincer
	hillcott@westnet.com.au
Philip.swincer@gmail.com

	7. Cape Jervis Progress Association
	Julianne Rilstone
	julesjrilstone@gmail.com

	8. Affected, connected residents
	Julianne & Ben Ryan
Cassie Edwards
	Benryan4@bigpond.com
cassie.edwards@elders.com.au




Subject matter experts will be invited to attend as topics arise. If you would like to join the committee, please reach out. 
The terms of reference can requested by contacting Council on 85580200 

3. Is there a community event I can attend to discuss things informally?
Moving into the future there will be events organised to foster support and connection amongst neighbours and connect with service providers. 
CFS Region1 HQ organised an event on Tuesday March 31 to connect CFS volunteers, farm fire fighting units and affected local community members together. 
Organic neighbors supporting neighbors, catch up are happening in the community to ensure support and connections are maintained. 

4. Who can I talk to?
SA Health have advised that the mental health support program offered for drought is also available for free for those impacted by the Deep Creek and Tooperang fire.
Contact Uniting SA on 0417 048 958, email droughtsupport@unitingsa.com.au or visit
Drought mental health support | SA Health for more information.
5. Can I get people resources to help clean up?
The Parawa Agricultural Bureau is planning some volunteer days in the future to assist interested agricultural properties with a range of tasks potentially including:
· Fencing removal
· Fencing reinstatement
· General cleanup
· Other miscellaneous tasks
 If you are interested in helping out, please contact register to either volunteer or gain assistance using this link Deep Creek Bushfire recovery expression of interest form  – Fill out form Or by contacting Philip Swincer direct via email at philip.swincer@gmail.com
Disaster Relief Australia (DRA) has entered voluntary administration. Unfortunately, previous information relating to Disaster Relief Australia being available to support has to be redacted.
At this current time, it does not look like we have a viable need for Blaze aid to be activated however we will continue to review as registrations come through. 
Habitat for Humanity reached out to Council offering to assist however the cost was too prohibitive to actin.
6. Can I cut down fire affected trees on private property?
You can cut down fire affected trees on your private property as the Regulated and Significant Tree Legislation is not applicable for DCY.
If you are cutting down native vegetation it is recommended that you contact the Native Vegetation Council first - https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/about-us/boards-and-committees/native-vegetation-council You should take consideration for any personal or other risks to yourself or other potentially impacted parties.

7. Can I dispose of injured and deceased native wildlife?
For concerns regarding fire impacted wildlife, please contact your local wildlife carer group or Wildlife Welfare Organisation (SA) Inc. who can be contacted on 0434 114 628 and is available 24/7
We have confirmed that it is the property owner or residents’ responsibility to dispose of deceased animals on your property. There is no formal service for this although we acknowledge it is distressing. 

SAVEM have now been deactivated and are no longer working on the fire ground or in the fire-affected area. A more comprehensive list of wildlife support services can be found on our webpage via this link Community Resources | Yankalilla District Council

8. Is there support for water replenishment?
If your water was used for firefighting or has been contaminated by fire retardant – you can apply for replenishment through the CFS. 
Please use this link to access the form replenishment_request_form.pdf the form is to be emailed to CFS.Region1@eso.sa.gov.au for assessment and actioning.


9. Is there support for remediation of fire break lines on private property?
CFS are managing areas where mineral earth lines were put in at CFS request. CFS believe this remediation is now complete. Should you believe your property has not been remediated adequately please contact CFS Region1. Note: NPWS are managing the park rehabilitation.
 CFS Region 1 - 08 83911866  | E CFS.Region1@eso.sa.gov.au 
10. Is there support for fire damaged waste removal?
Council, the EPA and Green Industries SA and Fleurieu Regional Waste have been in discussions around bush fire waste issues. A submission has gone to the minister to waive the EPT levy at waste transfer stations, although a gate fee will still be in place. Other discussions and advocacy are still occurring to support this issue.
The recovery committee has investigated various metal recycling operators to attend designated bush fire affected locations to collect waste steel as a consequence of fire damage but has not been successful to date.
There are a range of local contractors which can be engaged by you for a fee which you may wish to pursue.
Here is a list of contractors, noting we are not recommending or endorsing any of them and that this list is not exhaustive
· Nathan’s rubbish removal 0488 185 944
· Fleurieu Proficient Services 0432 618 127
· Billy -Cape Jervis Scrap Metal 0439 708 274

Any additional information/updates will be placed on this page should they become available.
11. Is there funding for weed suppression etc. for fire affected areas?
The Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board has launched Bushfire Recovery Grants of up to $5,000 for land managers impacted by the Nangkita/Tooperang and Deep Creek fires. These grants closed on April 13th. 
Additional information can be found at:  https://www.landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/bushfirerecovery

For environmental support we encourage you to contact Landscapes Hills and Fleurieu - Ph. 0491 982 206 - landscape.sa.gov.au/hf/ - Jeff.Edwards@sa.gov.au for more information. 

As future grants become available will endeavour to share this information.

12. Is there an opportunity to get support for replanting native plants?
Investigator College is offering free native plants to anyone whose property has been affected by the recent bushfires. Maximum of 100 plants per person/property, while stocks last.
For more information including available plants, please email Nat at ngilbert@investigator.sa.edu.au or visit https://www.investigator.sa.edu.au/.../native-plant-sales/
You may also wish to contact https://treesforlife.org.au/ to see what services they may be able to suggest.
The Fleurieu Coast Community Nursery is exploring reactivating their Fire wise plant program to support revegetation. This will be funding dependant.
13. Who can I speak to about my tourism business?
Council has Darren Burgess – Manager, Economy and Tourism working with local tourism industry boards and business to support them through recovery. 
Any queries on tourism can be directed to Darren at Darren.Burgess@yankalilla.gov.sa.au
14. What advise can Council’s Fire Prevention Officers (FPOs) provide after a fire? 
Following a fire event, FPOs may be able to provide general advice to residents about reducing ongoing fire risks on their property as part of recovery and future preparedness.
This may include guidance on managing remaining vegetation and fuel loads, identifying potential fire hazards that may have resulted from the fire, and discussing practical steps that may help reduce the risk of future fires.
While FPOs are not responsible for emergency response or fire investigation, they can provide general fire prevention advice and help residents understand measures that may improve property preparedness moving forward.
Residents seeking advice can contact Council to discuss whether a visit from a FPO may be appropriate.
Please note: FPOs are unable to provide advice regarding the removal of native vegetation or tree removal.  Residents seeking guidance on these matters can visit - Department for Environment and Water - Native Vegetation Council
In the coming months there will be education sessions on Disaster preparedness funded through Redcross, CFS and Alert SA

15. My property shared a boundary fence with the National Park. How do I go about getting it replaced?
The Department of Environment and Water acknowledges this is not a straightforward process. 
The State Government cannot insure boundary or internal fences. Because of this, repairs must be funded through a Treasury bid, which also includes all other fire‑related park damage. This means the process can take some time.

National Parks and Wildlife staff are currently seeking to identify those neighbours in need and will meet with you on-site to talk about:
· whether the fence needs repair or replacement
· how urgent the work is
· what type of fence you prefer (height, materials, colour)
· how costs will be shared
· which contractor to use
· timeframes for the work
· who will organise the repairs
· where the fence will be located (usually where it was before)

If only one party needs a specialised fence (for example Kangaroo or Deer Fencing) costs are shared 50/50 for a standard stock fence, and the party wanting the specialised fence pays the extra cost.

After discussing the fence, both parties will:
· record the agreement in writing
· sign and date the document
· get quotes from contractors
· agree on which quote to use
· NPWS will then send the chosen quote to the Department’s Park Asset Management team to be included in the Treasury bid.

If the current fencing is unsafe or needs quick replacement, the Executive Director may approve the work before the Treasury bid is finalised.
If the fence is not urgent, work will need to wait until the Treasury bid is assessed. Timeframes vary and can be unpredictable because the bid includes all fire damage across the park.

To contact a National Parks and Wildlife staff member to discuss please email the district ranger Seji on Seiji.Iwao@sa.gov.au
16. Is Deep Creek open?
The Department of Environment and Water is working hard to open Deep Creek National Park in stages as they are deemed safe. 
You can find current information on what is open here at the National Parks Deep Creek website Deep Creek… - National Parks and Wildlife Service South Australia

During the Bushfire 4,942 Hectares of National Park was burnt this equates to 40% of Deep Creek National Park and 98% of Taliska Conservation Park. Taliska will remain closed until further notice for public safety. 

Deep Creek National Park currently has free entry thanks to the Coast is calling campaign. This will cease on April 6th. 
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