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Fire Wise planting project helps communities prepare for

future bushfires

A community nursery powered

by volunteers is working to
strengthen the resilience of the
local Fleurieu Peninsula landscape.

The recent Deep Creek National Park
fire on South Australia’s Fleurieu

Peninsula — the worst fire emergency
in the area since the Ash Wednesday
bushfires in 1983 - is a stark reminder

of the impact bushfires can have on
communities and the environment.

The event also highlighted the role
local action plays in reducing fire risk
and supporting recovery after a fire
has passed.

On the Fleurieu Coast, a community
nursery powered by volunteers is
growing tens of thousands of native
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plants each year to strengthen the
resilience of local landscapes.

Located within the District Council
of Yankalilla area, the Fleurieu Coast
Community Nursery is supporting
revegetation projects while
contributing to new research into
plants that can help reduce bushfire
impacts.

Continued on page 3
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| recently had the pleasure of meeting
with Senator Charlotte Walker to
discuss how we can strengthen
collaboration between all levels

of government. Our conversation
focused on financial sustainability and
ensuring future investment aligns with
Council’s Strategic Community Plan
2030 and Partnership Prospectus.

Together with our regional
partners, we've identified key
priorities to support sustainable
growth and liveability across the
Southern and Hills region. These
include infrastructure to support
housing, fairer funding for local
roads, investment in transport and
digital connectivity, and long-term
support for climate resilience and
environmental protection. Council
will continue advocating strongly to
ensure our community’s needs are
recognised in future government
decisions.

CEQ's CORNgk

Over the past few months, our staff
and Elected Members have worked
closely to develop the Draft Annual
Business Plan & Budget 2026-27,
alongside the Draft 2026-36 Long-
Term Financial Plan and Draft Summary
Asset Management Plan. I'm pleased to
share that these documents are now
available for community consultation.

Are they perfect? No. Will they please
everyone? Also, no. These plans have
been developed in a challenging
economic environment and like most
households and businesses, Council is
navigating rising costs and increasing
pressures. There are no simple choices,
and careful decisions are required to
balance service delivery, infrastructure
needs and financial responsibility while
keeping a clear focus on the future.

As one of Council’'s most important
documents, the Draft Annual Business
Plan & Budget seeks to strike that
balance. It outlines the broad range of

Mayor Darryl Houston with Senator
Charlotte Walker.

Regional issues were also front of
mind at the recent South Australian
Regional Organisation of Councils
meeting. Discussions covered a range
of important topics, including drought
support, climate-ready housing,
planning for future growth, and the
need to ensure local government is

services we deliver across our district
and confirms the projects we are
prioritising for the year ahead. It brings
together our long-term planning and
translates this into a practical, one-year
plan focused on maintaining essential
services, renewing critical infrastructure
and supporting long-term financial
sustainability. Throughout the process,
we have worked to continue delivering
the services the community needs

and expects, while managing costs as
carefully as possible. | can attest to this
being a challenging balancing act.

Community consultation is a vital part
of this process. | encourage you to
take the time to review the Draft Plans
and share your feedback. Your input
helps ensure Council’s final decisions
reflect the needs and priorities of our
community.

There are several ways to get involved,
you can visit

to
provide feedback online, attend a
drop-in session, present your views
at the public meeting or make a
written submission. Consultation
closes Tuesday 19 May 2026, and |
look forward to reviewing the diverse
perspectives of our community.

well supported to meet increasing
responsibilities. These forums are
valuable in ensuring councils can work
together and speak with a united
voice on matters that impact our
communities.

Closer to home, | had the honour

of serving as a judge for the Lions
Youth of the Year program. The
calibre of young people involved was
outstanding, with each participant
demonstrating remarkable confidence,
leadership and a strong commitment
to their community. It's always
inspiring to see the next generation
stepping forward, and it gives me
great confidence in the future of our
region.

As always, | appreciate the
opportunity to represent our
community and will continue working
to ensure our district remains a great
place to live, work and visit.

Warm Regards,
Darryl Houston
Mayor

Looking ahead, | would also like to
highlight that Local Government
elections will be held later this year.
This election will be slightly different
for our district, with a legislatively
mandated change to having a publicly
elected Mayor. This means voters will
receive two ballot papers, one to elect
Elected Members for their ward and
one to elect the Mayor.

Local Government plays an important
role in shaping our community, and |
encourage anyone with an interest in
contributing to consider nominating.
Being a councillor is both a rewarding
and challenging opportunity to make
a meaningful difference at a local level.
Nominations will open in late August
and there is some great information
on the dedicated election platform
of the LGA website to help anyone
understand the commitment required
to be successful in the role. For more
information, please visit

Nathan Cunningham
Chief Executive Officer
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The work forms part of the Fire

Wise project, delivered through the
Landscape Resilience program run by
the Foundation for National Parks and
Wildlife. The program operates across
10 local government areas in South
Australia, Victoria and New South
Wales and examines how indigenous
plants with lower flammability can
improve the resilience of homes,
gardens and natural landscapes in
bushfire-prone regions.

Launched in 2018, the Fleurieu Coast
Community Nursery focuses on
growing local native plants for coastal
revegetation. These plantings support
biodiversity, rebuild habitat and assist
species recovery across the region.

Funding from the Foundation for
National Parks and Wildlife, Green
Adelaide and the District Council of
Yankalilla has allowed the nursery to
expand significantly. Today, around
20 volunteers from the Fleurieu
Environment Centre help propagate
approximately 40,000 plants each
year for projects across the Fleurieu
Peninsula.

Southern Coastal Conservation Officer
Corey Jackson said the volunteers are
central to the nursery’s success. “We
grow around 40,000 plants each year,
and most of that is made possible by
volunteers,” he said.

The nursery produces a wide range
of indigenous plants suited to the
Fleurieu Coast environment. Many
of these plants are used in coastal
revegetation projects to restore
native vegetation, improve wildlife
habitat and stabilise fragile dune
systems.

Through the Fire Wise project, the
nursery team has expanded its focus
to investigate plants that may also
help reduce bushfire risk.

How to stay

The project explored and tested a
range of local species to understand
how they behave during bushfires.
Volunteers and researchers compiled
the findings into a Fire Wise plant
guide to assist councils and the
community when choosing plants for
gardens, landscapes, properties and
revegetation plantings.

Jackson said the work took on new
significance after the Deep Creek Fire
earlier this year.

“Different types of vegetation burnt
differently,” he said. “Because of the
grant, our volunteers were able to
research the plants that survived the
fire and put together a booklet that
lists all the Fire Wise plants.”

environment come from people’s
gardens,” he said.

To support local residents, the
nursery team runs regular community
workshops and events. These

include seed collecting days, plant
propagation sessions, revegetation
planting activities and educational
seminars on native gardening.

The workshops help residents

choose appropriate plants for their
properties and understand how
native vegetation supports wildlife,
reduces weed spread and strengthens
landscape resilience.

The work also delivers important
environmental benefits for local

Observations from the fire showed
that some native plants can slow the
spread of fire or regenerate quickly
after it passes through.

“We've had a big focus on native
grasses, and in photos we can see
how the fire actually went around
them,” Jackson said. “Some of them
did burn, but they re-shot soon after.

”

The project also highlighted the role
residential gardens can play in the
spread of weeds and fire risk.

Jackson said community awareness
is an important part of the program.
“One of the biggest findings was that
many of the weeds we fight in the

Council delivers its news in different
formats, and you have the option of
receiving it in the best way that
suits you!

Pick up a hard copy in Council
facilities and various public outlets

throughout the District. Alternatively,

you can find monthly editions and
subscribe to receive it by email, by
scanning the QR Code or visiting

species. Revegetation efforts across
the Fleurieu Coast are helping
restore habitat for birds, insects and
other wildlife while rebuilding plant
communities damaged by fire, weeds
and historic land clearing.

With thousands of plants grown
each year and a growing network

of volunteers involved, the Fleurieu
Coast Community Nursery continues
to play an important role in restoring
the region’s natural environment and
preparing the landscape for future
bushfire challenges.

This article was originally published by
LGA South Australia and InDaily.

If you cannot access our news in any
of the above formats, request to
have a hard copy posted to you

by calling us on 8558 0200 or by

emailing council@yankalilla.sa.gov.au







Gazania Free Garden Plant Swap

Ready to Get Your Hands in the
Earth?

Do you have gazanias in your coastal
garden? Now is the perfect time to
remove them and replace them with
something better.

The District Council of Yankalilla, City
of Victor Harbor, Alexandrina Council,
Green Adelaide and Landscapes Hills
& Fleurieu have partnered to bring
you a Gazania Free Garden Plant
Swap, a community event supporting
healthier gardens and a healthier
environment.

Gazanias are a declared weed that
spreads rapidly, smothering native
plants and reducing habitat for local
wildlife. By removing them from your
garden, you're helping protect our
region’s natural landscapes and we'd
love to reward you for it!

If you live in, or own a home or
business within, the District Council
of Yankalilla, City of Victor Harbor

or Alexandrina Council areas, you

can take part in this free event and
swap your removed gazanias for local
native plants that are waterwise,
resilient and attractive to birds,
butterflies and other wildlife.

What you need to do

1. Carefully remove gazanias from
your garden (whether it's a single
plant or a whole patch).

2. Take a photo of the gazanias you
removed.

Dispose of them responsibly
into your green organics bin
(dont dump or transport weeds
elsewhere).

4. Come along, show us your photo
and swap it for a bucket of free
local native plants suited to your
garden.

What you’ll receive
You'll head home with:

e A bucket of free local native
coastal plants

e A Coastal Gardens: Planting Guide

e A Gazania Free Garden sticker for
your green organics bin

Why it matters

Gazanias are a high-priority weed in
coastal areas, identified through the
Southern Fleurieu Coastal Action Plan.
They spread easily from gardens into
nearby reserves and dunes, where
they outcompete native vegetation.

Native coastal plants play an important
role in supporting biodiversity by
providing food, shelter and habitat

for local wildlife. Removing gazanias
from your garden helps protect

these ecosystems and contributes to
broader, coordinated weed control
efforts across the region.

Every gazania removed makes a
difference.

Event Details

Date: Monday 4 May 2026
Time: 10am to12 pm

Cost: Free

Where: Fleurieu Coast
Community Nursery,
1 Kemmiss Hill Road
Yankalilla.




With the Environmental
Health Officer

How to cook meat and poultry safely

Food Safety (Please use Food Safety
Whole pieces of meat, such as steak,
beef, pork and lamb, can be cooked
to taste (rare, medium-rare or well
done) as long as the outside of the
meat is fully cooked to kill external
bacteria.

Meats that are mechanically
tenderised, marinated and moisture-
enhanced are an exception, as
bacteria can be introduced into the
meat during the processing, and they
should be treated the same way as
stuffed, rolled or minced meats.

Always cook chicken, rolled and
stuffed meats, tenderised, marinated
and moisture-enhanced meats,

sausages and minced meat, such as
hamburger patties and sausages, so
that in the centre of the thickest part
the temperature reaches 75°C.

This is because food poisoning
bacteria can be present all the
way through these types of meat
products, as well as on the surface
and only thorough cooking will kill
them.

To check whether these foods have
been sufficiently cooked to 75°C, you
need to use a meat thermometer.

Meat thermometers are available
from good kitchen shops, BBQ
outlets and some hardware stores,
ranging in price from between $12 to
$40 or more.

In the upper price range, digital
thermometers can be easier to
read and those with fine, sensitive
tips can be more accurate. Using

a thermometer to test when food
is cooked not only ensures safe
food, but it also avoids guessing

and ensures you cook your food to
perfection every time.

To test the temperature, the
thermometer probe should be
inserted in the thickest part of the
meat, such as the thigh on poultry,
not touching bone or gristle, which
can give a false reading.

Meat thermometers that are to be
left in the oven or hooded BBQ while
the meat is cooking have to be heat-
resistant.

Always carefully read the instructions
before using a meat thermometer and
remember that meat thermometer
probes should be thoroughly cleaned
each time they are used to check the
temperature while cooking, so as not
to transfer contamination, after use
and before storage.
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GOING
MISSING

Second Valley Jetty

Without increased government funding,

many of South Australia’s jetties are in danger l ai‘u’E%Pana
of disappearing forever. If you'd miss your g °
local jetty, share the love and sign our pledge.
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Yankalilla & District Historical
Society

Every Wednesday morning
10:00am - 12:00 noon

Assistance with family and local history.

ENQUIRIES TO YDHS: 0437500013 or email
to yank.hist.soc@gmail.com
BOOKINGS NOT REQUIRED

Advanced Care Directive
support sessions

Wednesday - May 6

(1st Wed. of each month)

2:00pm, 3:00pm

Would you like information/help filling
in Advanced Care Directive forms?
Book into a one-on-one session to
receive some support from trained
volunteers.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Tech @ the Library

Fridays -May 1, 8, 15,22 & 29
10:00am, 11:00am and 12:00 noon
One-on-one help with technology
related questions including
Government sites and Apps, mobile
phones, tablets, the internet and more.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

A Cuppa, A Chat and Craft

Tuesdays - May 5, 12, 19 & 26
1:00pm - 3:00pm

A friendly, casual and relaxed group
that gathers to enjoy a chat and have
a cuppa while each member starts,
finishes or continues with a craft
project of their own.

Come along, cuppa provided.
BOOKINGS NOT REQUIRED

Weaving for wellness

Thursdays - May 14 & 28

1:00pm - 3:00pm

Enjoy the relaxing process of weaving.
Discover and develop your creative
potential. Share a cuppa and a yarn
and make creative connections. Be
refreshed and inspired by your creative
time out. Become a dream weaver.
Come along, cuppa provided.

Craft materials provided.

BOOKINGS NOT REQUIRED

Southern Community Justice
Centre

Friday - May 1

10.00am - 1.00pm

Book a free legal advice appointment
with a solicitor who can assist with

Family, Civil and Criminal law.
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

ENQUIRIES AND BOOKINGS: 1300 850 650

Wiggle and Giggle - term time

Tuesdays - May 5, 12,19 & 26

10:00am - 10:30am

30 minutes of wiggling, jumping,
dancing, music, singing and giggling
for children 0-5 years (and parents/
grandparents/ caregivers!).
BOOKINGS NOT REQUIRED

Yankalilla Library Baby
Sprouts: Sensory play for
families, parents, caregivers
with babies

Thursdays - May 7, 14, 21 & 28

10:00am - 10:30am

Engage in story, song and rhyme that
supports early literacy. Get to know
other families, bond with your little

one and explore the Yankalilla Library.
BOOKINGS NOT REQUIRED

Yankalilla Library Sprouts:
Literacy, science and maths
Preschool program

Thursdays - May 7, 14, 21 & 28
10:30am - 11:30am

Read books, sing along and engage
in different activities each week that
promotes early literacy development,
socialising, science discovery, maths,
creativity and fun!

BOOKINGS NOT REQUIRED

Yankalilla Library Sprouts:
literacy, science and maths
Preschool program at

Rapid Bay Primary School.

Fridays - May 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
9:30am - 10:30am

Read books, sing along and engage
in different activities each week that
promotes early literacy
development, socialising, science
discovery, maths, creativity and fun!
LOCATION: Rapid Bay Primary School
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL: (08) 8598 4062

JP Services at the library
Tuesdays May 5, 12, 19 & 26
11:00am - 1:00pm

Do you need a document certified or
witnessed by a Justice of the Peace?
Stat Dec or ID witnessed for business
or legal purposes?

Please get copies made prior to
meeting with the JP.

NO BOOKINGS JUST JOIN THE QUEUE

Morning Tea and Tales

Thursday - May 28

10:30am - 12:00noon

Come to the Yankalilla Library for a
cuppa, scones, and a chat. Every month
a guest speaker will share tales of their
lives, their connection to our region,

or their connection to nature. All ages
welcome. Meets the last Thursday of
every month.

BOOKINGS REQUIRED FOR CATERING

TURN OVER FOR
MORE EVENTS
Yankalilla Library A
. . » C
181 Main South Road Yankalilla 5203 Qf 9
3 h\
Library 08 8558 2043 NANKALILY
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Book Club

Friday - May 15

2:00pm - 3:00pm

By joining an active book club, you will
be more likely to read and discuss your
thoughts on the books with new and
long-time friends. It’s a great way to
have meaningful discussions as well as
some lighthearted fun.

Meets on the 2nd Friday of the month.
Or register your interest in forming
another book club.

BOOKINGS NOT REQUIRED

After school gaming & media lab
term time

Wednesdays - May 6, 13, 20 & 27
3:30pm - 4:30pm

Test your skill on our SWITCH - step
up to the console! Learn how to create
stop motion movies! Drive or program
Sphero bots!

Ages 8-12

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Home Library Service
Wednesday - May 13

1:30pm - 2:30pm

Free service to eligible residents. Call
the Library of you are interested or
think you know someone who might
be interested.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Yankalilla Arvo Club

Monday May 4, 11,18 & 25

2:30pm - 4:00pm

Ages 8 - 12 years

Unwind afterschool with Arvo Club! A
fun mix of games, art, craft, cooking
and creative projects designed to
help kids relax, connect with friends
and explore their imagination in a
supportive space.

e LIBRARY

MAY 2026

Yank Youth Collective - Dream.
Explore. Build. Lead

Monday May 4, 11,18 & 25

4:30pm - 6:00pm

Ages 12 - 18 years

Dive into an awesome mix of music,
sport, art, craft, games, cooking and
activities designed to inspire creativity,
connection and fun.

National Simultaneous Story
Time! LunaRoo - Kangaroo Baller
Wednesday - May 27

10:30am - 11:30am

Join our Mayor as he reads the 2026
story book at the same time as
Australians all over the country.
BOOKINGS NOT REQUIRED

Behind the books - Writers Speak

Fridays in May 10:30am - 12:30pm
Each Friday in May a local history writer
will speak about their books and the
process that created them.

Hear from:

1 May - Margaret Morgan & Jane
Olsson

8 May - Margaret Macillwain &
Lorraine Day

15 May - Pat Uppill

22 May - Rob Kirk & Jo Lush

29 May - Lorraine McLoughlin

Free events | bookings required
online or call the Library team.

Echoes of Exploration - Colonels
Light’s campsite rediscovered at
Rapid Bay

Saturday May 16

10:30 - 12:30pm

Showcase of the discoveries and research
of this site. Rapid Bay was named Colonel
Light who landed their on 8 Sept 1836. For
months, it was the base camp with some
of his survey crew. Hear from Taylor Lupp
who will explain the research and see
what has been discovered.

Free events | bookings required online or
call the Library team.

See SA History festival program pge 86
for detailed info

Who'’s been sleeping where?
Friday 15 & 22 May

1:30pm - 3:00pm

Wed 27 May

10:30 - 12pm; then 1:30pm- 3pm

YDHS workshops on how to research
where your ancestors lived, or previous
owners of your home. Each session is
designed to cover a di erent aspect
of research aids and help. BYO Laptop is
encouraged. Limit of 6 people per session.

Free events | online or call the Library
team. See SA History festival program
pge 86 for detailed info

COMING
SOON

Imagine - Children’s
Writing Festival
7 - 8 July

TURN OVER FOR See SA History festival program pge 86
MORE EVENTS for detailed info
BOOK/CONTACT: FOLLOW US ON:

0 facebook.com/YankalillaCommunityLibrary
instagram.com/yankalillalibrary
@ www.yankalilla.sa.gov.au

humanitix.com/host/yankalillalibrary
library@yankalilla.sa.gov.au

Yankalilla Library
181 Main South Road Yankalilla 5203

Library 08 8558 2043
10



FLEURIEU COAST EVENTS GUIDE

Markets, festivals, live music, workshops, performances and special events

HERITAGE FLEURIEU COAST FESTIVAL

Heritage Fleurieu Coast Festival returns this May as part of SA’s History Festival, celebrating

the stories, people and places of the Fleurieu Coast. Enjoy guided walks, talks, exhibitions

and hands-on events across the region.
Festival Hub: Fleurieu Coast Visitor Centre for bookings, programs, info and featured

artwork.

Bookings now open online or via the Visitor Centre.

PRICE: VARIES https://www.visitfleurieucoast.com.au/heritage-fleurieu-coast-festival

GOLD COIN

CUT IT AT THE CAPE

Saturday 23

Gates open 9am

Racing from 10am

Ransford Street, Cape Jervis

https://southaustralia.com/produ

cts/fleurieu-peninsula/event/cut-

it-at-cape-jervis-2026

YANKALILLA CRAFT
& PRODUCE MARKET

Saturday 16
9am - 2pm
Yankalilla Showgrounds

FREE https://bit.ly/3NsB7yD

Price: varies

Price: $30

MYPONGA LOOP

Sunday 31

8am - 11am

Long course, short course &
kids dash run

Hansen Street, Myponga

https://mypongaloop.com.au/

ART WORKSHOPS

Saturday 23 and Sunday 24
10:30 - 12:30pm

Yoho Delamere Uniting Church
Get creative in the beautiful
surrounds of Delamere with
acclaimed artist Judith
Sweetman.

Bookings required.
https://www.visitfleurieucoast.co

m.au/art-workshops-with-judith-
sweetman

Register your event at www.yankalilla.sa.gov.au or email tourism@yankalilla.sa.gov.au




COMMUNITY EVENTS LINEUP

Come together, connect, and celebrate local life!

viay 4

Yankalilla Historical Museum Yank Youth Sessions

Open Day Free Hangout Session for ages 12-18
Fleurieu Coast Visitor Centre Email: community@yankalilla.sa.gov.au
10am - 4pm for more.

Movie Night - Southern Fleurieu Film Cocka.too Cafe
Society @ Club Fleurieu Yankalilla Area School | 10am - 11:30am

Movie: Persona | 7pm start

Saturdays
May 16

. . . Caffe on Bungala - Live Music
Yankalilla Acoustic Evening , .
Performed by local artists on 7" &

2" Saturday of every month with a
tapas menu | 3pm - 5pm

Yankalilla Showgrounds | 9am - 2pm
Gold Coin Donation

Myponga Reservoir Parkrun

Myponga Reservoir | 8am start

Bumper Bingo @ Club Fleurieu Register at
Club Fleurieu | 12pm https://www.parkrun.com.au/
$5.00 Entry

4

Register your event at www.yankalilla.sa.gov.au or email tourism@yankalilla.sa.gov.au




Club Fleurieu Weekly

Monday:

Mahjong | 2 pm

Rock and Roll dance class | 6.30 pm
Tuesday: Quilting | 10 am

Line Dancing | 2.30 pm
Wednesday: Zumba | 5 pm

Friday: Craft, coffee and a chat | 10 am

Cards |2 pm
Croquet | 3 pm
Sunday: Croquet | 10 am

Yankalilla Library Events

https://www.yankalilla.sa.gov.au/libr

ary
/library/libraryevents

FLEC Monthly

Monday 6 | 9am - 11lam
Sunday 19 | 10am

Fleurieu Food and Wine Events
May Classes:

Pasta like Nonna Makes
Mozzarella Making

Sausage Making

Dumpling Making

Register your event at www.yankalilla.sa.gov.au or email tourism@yankalilla.sa.gov.au

Cape Jervis Community
Club Weekly

Monday: Yoga | 10 am

Tuesday: Gymnasium 6 pm or by
appointment

Wednesday:

Library |1Tpm -2 pm

Sew ‘n Sews Noon to 4.30 pm
Thursday: Dinner from 5.30 pm.
Phone: 8598 0088 to book.

UPCOMING EVENTS

MAY

Heritage Fleurieu Coast Festival
Events throughout May

Yankalilla Historical Museum
Open Day

Fleurieu Coast Visitor Centre
10am - 4pm



