
CEMETERIES TOURS YANKALILLA DISTRICT 

TOUR 1: Normanville Wesleyan Cemetery 

18 Main South Road 

The land on which the Wesleyan chapel (now the RSL Hall) is situated was granted to Nelson Leak on July 

28 1851. In early 1854 Leak sold part of this land to the Wesleyan church for £10 for the building of a 

chapel. The foundation stone was laid on March 2, and the chapel was completed by November that year. 

It was built by Nelson Leak himself, who was a stonemason. The building measured 30 feet by 18 

feet, and together with the furniture cost about £310. Services in the church ceased in July 1945, recom-

menced in November 1947, and finally concluded in October 1949. The church was sold to the Yankalilla 

Branch of the RSL in 1952 for £900. 

A cemetery was established at the rear of the chapel. Nelson Leak is thought to have been buried in the 

cemetery, but there is no headstone to mark his grave. This cemetery is the earliest in the townships of 

Yankalilla and Normanville, and in fact is one of the earliest in the Yankalilla district.  Thomas Willson, an 

early settler and founder of the township of Yankalilla,  as early as 1855 stated that this cemetery was “a 

very objectionable site for interment, a large creek passing by several graves near it.’’ And indeed, there is 

a story that graves were later washed away when the Bungala River came down in flood.  

There are a number of unmarked graves in the cemetery, many of them the graves of children.  The Berrill 

triplets are very likely buried here. Thomas Berrill was one of the first two police troopers stationed at 

Normanville in 1856. His wife Bridget gave birth to triplets in 1857, but two were stillborn and the third 

died three days later. The last known burial in the cemetery is that of Caroline Thurston, who died 29th 

January, 1893, aged 85 years. 

 



Elizabeth Leak, died 11th July 1856, aged 43 years. 

Born Elizabeth Parkinson, she married Nelson Leak about 1835 and came 

out to South Australia with him and their four children on the  Ramillies 

in  1849. Her grave is earliest in this cemetery, and indeed is one of the 

very earliest which can be identified in the district.  

George Fergusson, died 19th March 1858, aged 1 year 9 months. 

George was the son of William Fergusson, the owner of the Gorge mill. 

George was tragically killed in an accident at the mill in 1858, which was 

reported in the Register newspaper:  

The second case was also that of a little boy, son of Mr Ferguson, miller, 

aged about one year and nine months, which occurred on Sunday morn-

ing last, under painful circumstances. It appears that it is customary to 

rake out the mill fires on Saturday evenings, and the water from the boil-

er is let off on the Sunday morning, for the purpose of cleaning the boiler. 

This appears to have been the case on Sunday morning last. The hot wa-

ter from the boiler runs into the ash pit, and the poor little fellow, unper-

ceived by anyone, escaped from the house, and walked into the scalding 

water, and received such fearful injuries that death ensued in a few hours 

afterwards.   

Mary Ann Roads, died 10th September 1857, aged 46 years. 

Mary was the first wife of Thomas Roads, who with his wife and eight 

children arrived in South Australia in 1849.  Thomas made money in the 

Victorian goldfields and then set up a carpenter’s shop in Yankalilla.  The 

Roads family built many of the old cottages and public buildings in the 

townships of Yankalilla and Normanville. Thomas and his second wife 

Martha are buried in Yankalilla Public Cemetery. 

Isaac Roads, died 20-8-1859, aged 4 years. 

Son of Mary and Thomas Roads. 

William Leak, died 4th September, 1858, aged 52 years.  

Brother of Nelson Leak. He arrived in South Australia in 1853 with his 

wife Martha and six children on the Magdalena. William was a tailor. 



Alfred Hewett, died 3rd October 1862, aged 13 months, and Louisa 

Hewett, died 7th September 1868, aged 2 years 8 months.   

Alfred and Louisa were two grandchildren of Charles Hewett. Louisa died 

of diphtheria. Charles Thomas Hewett arrived in SA with his family on 

19th December, 1839, and they settled at McLaren Vale.   In 1854 

Charles and his second wife moved to Myponga Beach, where he built a 

home, “Torr House”, on a hill overlooking the bay.  Charles was the first 

chairman of Yankalilla Council, and then, when the district divided, he 

served as chairman for Myponga.  Two improvements in which he 

played a significant role were the construction of the Victory Road over 

Sellicks Hill and the building of the Myponga jetty.   

Ann Mills, died 24th August 1861, aged 50 years.  

Ann was the wife of George John Mills, who from 1857 to 1867 owned 

the land on Hay Flat Rd, which was later owned by Robert MacIndoe 

Robertson and given the name Appakaldree.  

Sarah Elizabeth Brown, died 7th March 1863, aged 21 years. 

Sarah came to South Australia with her parents Robert and Sarah 

Brown in 1849 on the Derwent. Robert farmed section 1032, near Nor-

manville. Sarah was their only child. 

Elizabeth Mary Thomas, died 17th December 1863, aged 41 years. 
 
Elizabeth (neé Sampson) was the wife of Moses Thomas. Elizabeth 

and Moses were living at Hay Flat by 1856. Over the next few years 

they leased different sections in the Hay Flat area. Some time after 

the death of Elizabeth, Moses left the Yankalilla district.  



Elizabeth Cowan, died 28th March 1877, aged 28  years. 

Elizabeth was the daughter of David Cowan. She came out to South Aus-

tralia with her parents in 1839, and the family came to Normanville 

about 1860. David Cowan owned 440 acres on either side of the main 

road, down towards Big Gorge.  

John Butterworth, died 16th September 1876, aged 17.  

Brothers Eli and John Butterworth, sons of Joseph Butterworth a miller 

at Aldinga, came to Yankalilla about 1856, bought land in Yankalilla and 

built a flour mill.  Eli later bought the land next to the mill, and extended 

the cottage on the land (now Bungala House).  John settled at Norman-

ville (now Yankalilla Bay Homestead). Next to his house the Butter-

worths had their grain store.  John Butterworth’s teenage son (also 

named John) died of a diabetic coma and was buried here. 

Mary Archer Dodd, died 12th January 1871, aged 53. 

John Dodd came out from England with his second wife, Mary Archer 

Dodd, and 8 children in January 1845 on the William Wise.  After work-

ing as a miller in Adelaide until 1851, Dodd moved to the Yankalilla dis-

trict and built a flour mill, the first mill in the district, on section 1009.  

The mill began operating in 1854, but had ceased by 1859 when Dodd 

was declared insolvent.  The mill was subsequently sold to Eli Butter-

worth in the 1860s and it was dismantled.  John bought Norfolk Farm at 

Carrickalinga in 1863 and John and Mary lived there until her death in 

1871. Eight months after the death of Mary, John remarried.  He was 

declared insolvent again in 1872. He and his third wife later moved to 

Adelaide.   

Caroline Thurston, died 29th January 1893, aged 85 years.  

Caroline arrived in South Australia in 1850 on board the Lysander, with 

her husband William Henry Thurston and their seven children. Her 

daughter Caroline married William Caudle, and later James Smith of 

Brookside.  


