
District Council of Yankalilla
Winners & Short listed stories

2026



Reception - Year 2
Poppy Walker, Yankalilla Area School
“The Wishing Tree”
 
Years 3- 4 
Emmy McArdle, Rapid Bay Primary School
“Cute Puppy”
 
Years 5 - 7 
Jaxon Williams, Myponga Primary School
“The competition I was never supposed to
win”

Mayors’ Short Story Challenge

The Mayors’ Short Story Challenge is a wonderful collaboration between the
District Council of Yankalilla, City of Victor Harbor and Alexandrina Council
celebrating creative writing. The challenge is held during term two each year
for school aged children from reception to year ten. Each year the Mayors’
Short Story Challenge gets bigger and better.
 
We would like to thank the Mayors, all the Principals, Teacher-Librarians,
Teachers and Student Services Officers involved who encouraged their
students to enter. This year the Yankalilla Library received 196 entries from
across the District Council of Yankalilla region.
 
Most of all we thank the children and applaud their efforts in “having a go”.
They have delighted us with their creative and imaginative writing skills.
Without their support the Mayors’ Short Story Challenge would not have been
successful.

District Council of Yankalilla
Section Winners

Year 8
Sophia Anderson, Yankalilla Area School
“A quiet earth”

Special Options
Cruz Stevens, Myponga Primary School
“Jeff and his lost parents”

Overall Winner
Jaxon Williams, Myponga Primary School
“The competition I was never supposed
to win”



Overall Winner

Jaxon Williams

Year 6

Myponga Primary School

“The competition I was never

supposed to win”



Reception to Year 2

Category Winner
Poppy Walker
Year 2
“The Wishing Tree”
Yankalilla Area School

Shortlisted students
Poppy Walker, Year 2
“The Wishing Tree”
Yankalilla Area School

Scout Weigl, Year 2
“The Three Little Cats”
Yankalilla Area School

Aliana McCallum, Year 2
“The Three Hot Hotdogs”
Yankalilla Area School

Livia Royans, Year 1
“The Very Hungry Bird”
Rapid Bay Primary School



Year 3 to Year 4

Category Winner
Emmy McArdle
Year 3
“Cute Puppy”
Rapid Bay Primary School

Shortlisted students
Paisley Lane, Year 4
“Max goes wild”
Yankalilla Area School

Elsie-Jean Mottillo, Year 4
“The ‘bravest’ of ghostly cats”
Yankalilla Area School

Max Royans, Year 4
“Championship Day”
Rapid Bay Primary School

Emmy McArdle, Year 3
“Cute Puppy”
Rapid Bay Primary School



Year 5 to Year 7

Category Winner
Jaxon Williams
Year 6
“The competition I was never supposed
to win”
Myponga Primary School
Shortlisted students
Jonah Geschmay, Year 6
“The Day the Library Went Quiet”
Yankalilla Area School

Edwina Crawley, Year 6
“Where The Pages Whisper”
Myponga Primary School

Ella McGowan, Year 5
“The Toxic Flower”
Myponga Primary School

Jaxon Williams, Year 6
“The competition I was never supposed to win”
Myponga Primary School



Year 8 to Year 10

Category Winner
Sophia Anderson
Year 8
“A quiet earth”
Yankalilla Area School

Shortlisted students
Sophia Anderson, Year 8
“A quiet earth”
Yankalilla Area School

Riley Pope, Year 8
“THE BIG FISH”
Yankalilla Area School



Special Options

Category Winner
Cruz Stevens
Year 6
“Jeff and his lost parents”
Myponga Primary School

Shortlisted students
Ryder Aquilina, Year 2
“Bob the Snow Man”
Myponga Primary School

Cruz Stevens, Year 6
“Jeff and his lost parents”
Myponga Primary School

Christopher Nemeth, Year 6
“Room 13 Part 2"
Myponga Primary School

George Boquin, Year 6
“Villager vs Pillager”
Myponga Primary School
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